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Malin Coast LCA is the most northerly location on the island of Ireland; it is peninsular 

with over half the area bordering the Atlantic Ocean and a long more sheltered edge 

bordering Trawbreaga Bay, a large tidal estuary.  The area is almost completely defined 

by a coastal edge and Seascape Units 2, 3, 4 and 5 overlap to such an extent that only a 

small inland strip of the LCA does not fall within a seascape unit. The boundary with LCA 

3 to the south is a band of low lying fertile agricultural land between higher bog land 

either side and generally following a geological fault line. 

This predominantly rural area has a dispersed pattern of vernacular dwellings and 

clusters of dwellings. There are a few surviving clachans within this primarily agricultural 

landscape that are discernible in the historic mapping for the area through to the present 

day. Recent dwellings generally reflect the traditional scale and pattern of development 

in this LCA. 

Inishtrahull Island within this LCA is geologically important with a unique geology, older 

than and unrelated to any other in Ireland. The island was inhabited until 80 years ago 

and has strong cultural and social associations with this area. 

Landscape Character types 
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Seascape Character Units 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Landscape Characteristics 

Land Form and Land Cover 

• Underlying geology of schist forming a peat covered mountainous ridge running 

northwest-southeast on the northern side of the LCA. 

• More sheltered lower agricultural lands with an underlying quartzite geology within 

the south and west of the LCA. 

• Geologically important ‘Raised beach’ from Midlandian Cold phase, sits 20m above 

modern sea level at Ballyhillin near Malin Head.  

• Lagg Sand Dunes are an unusually tall and wide dune system, one of the largest in 

Europe, interesting not only for their geology but also the striking feature they 

constitute within the wider landscape. 

• Inishtrahull Island north of Malin head is the most northerly land fall in Ireland and 

contains the oldest rock in Ireland.  The Gneiss geology of Inishtrahull is 1.778 billion 

years old and unlike any other rock in Ireland; it has a similar geology to the island 

of Islay in the Scottish Hebrides and Greenland. 

 

Settlements 

Malin 

Malin Town is a planned small coastal village 

dating from the 1600's, centred around a 

triangular lawn with 3 terraces broken on the 

west by the Church of Ireland.  Malin Hall and 

demesne are located just outside the town to 

the west, part of the 10,000 acre estate of 

George Harvey in the 1700s; and set within 

mature gardens and woodland they inform 

Map/list Seascape units within the Malin Coast Landscape Character Area 

Seascape Units 2, 3, 4 and 5 overlap the coast of this LCA. 

Key characteristics uses: The north and east coastaline of this LCA are predominantly a hard 

exposed rock whilst the west of this area is deeply indented and undulating with prominent 

headlands and long sandy beaches and sand dune systems. They key coastal uses are 

agriculture, aquaculture, maritme and tourism related uses. 

 

Coastal edge: The coastal edge of SU2 comprises of high and low vegetated sea cliffs, 

extensive low rocky outcrops interspersed with stone, shingle and sand beaches.  High 

seacliffs, rocky outcrops and sea stacks are features of the coastal edge in SU4, the northerly  

headland of the peninsula, whilst the western coast of the peninsula is softer having rocky 

oputcrops intrespaced with sand and shingle beaches, high vegeataed seacliffs and the 

magnificant dune system and sandy beach at Lagg. 

 

Visibility: Uninterupted views from a plethora of sites and areas within this LCA including an 

almost 360 uninterupted view for the headland at Bamba’s Crown. 

 

Special featuress significant buildings, landmarks, biodiversity and cultural features: 

Highly important geological coastline with raised beaches, Ireland’s most northernly point, 

Inishtrahull, coastal walkway, weather station, Hell’s Hole and Devil’s bridge, old clachans, 

shipwrecks, strategic military and communication structures and excellent location to view the 
northern lights. 
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the plantation landscape.  The town is accessed from the south by Malin Bridge; a 10 

arch stone rubble bridge over the river Ballyboe on the east of Trawbreaga Bay; dating 

from the 1760s, the bridge forms a unique and impressive approach to the town. 

History, Culture and Heritage 

• Numerous archaeological structures and sites throughout the area, including 

Recorded Monuments.  

• This LCA has a patchwork of fields of mixed origin, with some areas of distinctive 

“Ladder farms” or similar fields, and rougher open areas, including some 

commonage.  

• Malin Head’s Napoleonic signal tower dates from the 1800s and is located on the very 

north of the headland, part of a chain of such towers around the Irish Coast used by 

the British against French attacks. 

• Ruined Marconi wireless station historically significant.   

• 3 shipwrecks off this coast. 

Access and Recreation  

• The R242 from Carndonagh (south) and the R243 from Culdaff are the main roads 

into this area and converge at Malin town, then continue northwest as the R242 

towards Malin Head.  A network of county roads of varying standards provides access 

throughout most of the remainder of the LCA, with laneways and tracks allowing 

access into higher boglands.  

• Wild Atlantic Way loops around this LCA taking in ‘Bamba’s Crown’ the most northerly 

part on the island of Ireland. 

• Tourism is a strong element of the local economy at this location based on the 

landscape and seascape with associated outdoor activities.  

Biodiversity 

 

• Ecologically important landscape containing 1,044ha of Natura 2000 (SAC & SPA) 

sites and 1,329ha pHNA sites.  

• Internationally important Corncrake population. 

• Patchwork of small to medium sized agricultural fields generally bound by deciduous 

hedgerow and trees. 

• Large areas of deciduous woodland particularly along the coast and along river 

valleys. 

• Forestry plantations on higher lands along the north-west of the landscape character 

area. 
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Forces for change 

• Linear development along the rural road network 

• Tourism related developments. 

• Tourism related holiday home developments in both the rural landscape and within 

towns. 

• Additional mobile homes/caravans. 

• Potential for further development of Sailing and water based tourism activities 

• Renewable energy development  

• Telecommunications and infrastructural development 

• Coastal erosion 

 


